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Welcome Remarks

Honorable Dr. NGUON Nhel, Second Vice-President of the National

Assembly of the Kingdom of Cambodia and Chairman of
. the Organizing Committee of 8" APA Plenary Session
At the Inaugural Ceremony of the 8% APA Plenary Session
Under the theme:
“Promoting Peace, Reconciliation and Dialogue in Asia”
Date: 9t December 2015

Venue: Sokha Phnom Penh Hotel and Residence

My respects to:

Honorable Samdech Akka Moha Ponhea Chakrei Heng Samrin, President of
the National Assembly of the Kingdom of Cambodia,

Honorable Samdech Vibol Sena Pheakdei SAY Chhum, President of the Senate
of the Kingdom of Cambodia;

Honorable Samdech Akka Moha Sena Padei Techo HUN Sen, Prime Minister of
the Kingdom of Cambodia;

Honorable MIAN Raza Rabbani, President of the Pakistan Senate and Current
APA President;

Honorable Heads and Members of Delegations of the APA Member
Parliaments, Honorable Delegations of Observer Countries and Partner

Organizations of APA;
Your Excellency Dr. MASOUD Islami, Acting Secretary-General of APA;
Your Exceliencies Ambassadors to the Kingdom of Cambodia

Excellencies, National and International Distinguished Guests, Ladies and

Gentlemen;
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1. First of all, on behalf of the Organizing Committee of 8™ Plenary Session of
Asian Parliamentary Assembly (APA), I wish to express my sincere and deep
thanks to all Honorable Heads and Member Delegates of APA Member
Parliaments, Delegates of Obseérver Parliaments and all national and
international distinguished participants, in particular Honorable Samdech
Akka Moha Sena Padei Techo Hun Sen, Prime Minister of the Royal
Government of Cambodia and Honorable Samdech Vibol Sena Pharkdei Say
Chhum, President of the Senate, for their valuable presence at the 8™ Plenary

Session of APA.

2. In addition, I wish to thank the APA Secretariat, especially His Excellency the
Acting Secretary General of APA for his great efforts and commitment to
support and prepare all necessary documents, including draft resolutions of
the APA Standing Committees to be submitted to the 8t Plenary Session for
consideration and adoption. At the same time, on behalf of the Cambodian
National Assembly, I wish to deeply thank the Consultative Assembly of the
Islamic Republic of Iran for its valuable supports both technical and financial
supports for the work and functioning of APA, in particular the successful
voluntary host of the First Executive Council meeting and the meeting of the

Standing Committee on Social and Cultural Affairs in early November.

3. The Cambodian Parliament, the Royal Government and the people of
Cambodia have the great honor and pleasure with great pride to be given the
trust and support to be the host of the 8t and 9t Plenary Session of APA in
2015 and 2016. This really shows that Cambodia has full capacity and
favorable conditions of full peace, political stability and safety to hold a

historical gathering of representatives of the people in our region.

Page 2 of 5



The theme of the 8% APA Plenary Session on “Promoting Peace,
Reconciliation and Dialogue in Asia” is a very important and relevant topic to
the current regional and global context which is facing a lot of challenges and
serious crises, such as terrorism and extreme violence that causes political
instability and chaos to society, especially the attacks in Paris that killed
more than hundreds of innocent people. These are the challenges we all need
to resolve together to ensure our people in Asia live in peace, prosperity and
without fear. Moreover, this theme is very connected to the contents of the
various Standing Committees and the last year’s 7t APA Plenary Session on
“Quest for Asian Parliament in Asian Century” which was held in Lahore,

Pakistan.

Samdech, Honorable Delegates,

Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,

B

“Peace, Political Stability, Reconciliation” are key factors and pre-conditions
for building and developing a society and country with prosperity,
sustainable development and harmony. Cambodia experienced bitter civil
war, internal division and political instability for more than three decades, in
particular genocidal Pol Pot Regime that killed millions of its own citizens

and brought Cambodian society to zero.

Peace, political stability, national reconciliation and peaceful dialogue are
key and necessary for nations, regions and the whole world to build and
develop to obtain prosperity and harmony. In this regard, we all need to
continue to promote and strengthen peace and dialogue and respect the
principles of democracy and the rule of laws in seeking appropriate
resolutions. Peace and political stability in the region is an indispensable

factor to sustainable development and social welfare.
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Samdech, Honorable Delegates,

Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,

7.

9

10.

Apart from having general discussions on the theme, we also have a debate
on a number of common issues of our region at various Standing and Ad-Hoc
Committees over key roles of Parliaments in combating corruption, common
legislation on Combating the smuggling of cultural objects in Asia, protecting
and promoting the rights of migrants, promoting welfare, promoting inter-
faiths dialogue and harmony between religions and the fight against illegal
drug-smuggling.

[ strongly believe that with your active participation in the discussions and
exchanges of ideas and perspectives with your esteem responsibility and
mutual understanding, in the spirit of solidarity and cooperation, you will

offer great contributions to the success of this 8t Plenary Session.

As Host of the Plenary Session and Chairman of the Organizing Committee,
we do our best to server all Honorable Delegates and all distinguished
participants to enjoy comfort, safety and pleasure during your stay in the
Kingdom of Cambodia. Please do not hesitate to let us know if you have any
kind of request. We will do our best to accommodate your proposal and do
as much as we can to ensure the progress and functioning of this Plenary
Session to achieve success and fruitful result. At the same time, we sincerely

apologize for any inconvenience you may encounter.

Before I conclude, on behalf of the Organizing Committee, | would like to

express my sincere thanks to Samdech, Honorable Delegates, Excellencies,
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and all distinguished participants for taking their valuable time to attend the

8% Plenary Session and I offer the best wishes and success to all of you.

11. To conclude my remarks, I appeal and encourage all APA member
parliaments, observer parliaments and concerning partner organizations to
continue and enhance their support and active participations to achieve our
common vision in transforming the Asian Parliamentary Assembly into the
Asian Parliament in the future, as an effective, accountable and equitable
regional legislature that represents all the peoples of Asia to live in peace,

stability and harmony and with sustainable development.

Thank you for your kind attention.
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